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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

“The League” means the Wimmera Football Netball League Inc and all registered members of 
affiliated clubs. 

 
“WFNL” means Wimmera Football Netball League. 

 

“The Board” means the Board Directors of the League and shall consist of a minimum of 7 and 
maximum of 9 members. 

 

“Club” includes all affiliated clubs. 
 

“Club delegates” refers to persons aged 18 years or over appointed by a member club to represent 
that club pursuant to the constitution and by-laws of the League. 

 

“Constitution” means the constitution of the Wimmera Football Netball League. It may 
otherwise be referred to as the Statement of Purpose and Rules. If an incorporated League does 
not have its own constitution, the model rules will apply. 

 
“By-laws” are additional rules which apply to members which generally deal with internal and 
administrative matters. The by-laws are made under the constitution. Accordingly, the by-laws are 
subordinate to the constitution and must not be inconsistent with the constitution. The League 
shall have a clause in the constitution that provides the power to the League to make by-laws. 

 
“Executive” shall consist of Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. 

 
“Game” Any game played between two (2) member clubs and played in accordance with the current 
official rules of The International Netball Federation. 

 

“Round” is a scheduled series of games as allocated by WFNL and published in the official draw. A 
round may consist of games played any day of the week and may be split over two or more days. 
Each entire weekend of the finals series constitutes a round. 

 
“Team officials” coaches, team manager, primary care person, and up to two other persons. 

 

“Junior Player” means any player eligible to play in 13 and Under, 15 and Under and 17 and Under 
competitions. 

 

“Senior Player” means a player deemed ineligible by age to play in a junior grade. 
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1. AFFILIATION 
 

1.1 WFNL and clubs are affiliated with Netball Victoria (NV) and will work within their related 
guidelines and polices. Some of these guidelines and policies include but are not limited to:  

• Cyber Safety Policy 
• Social Inclusion Policy 
• NV Child Safety Policy 
• NV Code of Behaviour 

o General 
o Junior Player 
o Senior Player 
o Coach 
o Umpire 
o Administrator 
o Parent/ Guardian 
o Spectator 

• Netball Australia Member Protection Policy 
• NV Complaints handling framework  https://vic.netball.com.au/dispute-

resolution  
• NV Competition Regulations 
• NV Gender Regulation  

 

2. Each member club shall pay the affiliation fee to join the WFNL. The amount due will be 
decided at the Annual General Meeting. An invoice will be sent to each member club with 
this information.  

Infringement: Failure to pay affiliation fee by due date 
Notification: Written (including email) 
Penalty: 

1. Loss of 4 premiership points per club team 
2. No participation until fine is paid   
3.  $500.00 
4.    Non-offending club to submit score sheets as normal to count for qualification of players. 

 

2. CLUBS 
 

2.1 WFNL Member clubs comprise of the following: 
 

i. Ararat 
ii. Dimboola 
iii. Horsham 
iv. Horsham Saints 
v. Minyip-Murtoa 
vi. Nhill 
vii. Southern Mallee Giants 
viii. Stawell 
ix. Warrack Eagles 

 

2.2 To compete in WFNL competitions, all relevant official forms must be completed and 
returned by the due date. Refer Appendix 3. 

 
Infringement: Failure to return all relevant forms by due date 
Notification: Written (including email) 

https://vic.netball.com.au/dispute-resolution
https://vic.netball.com.au/dispute-resolution
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Penalty: 
1. Loss of 4 premiership points per club team 
2. No participation until fine is paid 
3.  $500.00 
3. Non-offending club to submit score sheets as normal to count for qualification of players 

 
2.3 All clubs shall receive a USB at the first meeting of the calendar year, which will contain but 

is not limited to include See Appendix 3 – USB contents 
 

3. RISK MANAGEMENT 
 

3.1 Blood kit 
 

The Home Club is required to have a Blood Kit available on their bench. The Blood Kit is to 
contain a bucket, antiseptic spray, gloves, tissues, baby wipes, garbage bags, cleaning cloths, 
water and a spare match ball. 
 

3.2 Emergency procedure 
 

An emergency procedure plan is to be displayed at the home bench and in the blood kit. 
Emergency phone numbers are to be displayed by each club at each playing facility. This 
information must include: 
i. (000) Fire, ambulance, police 
ii. Hospital phone number 
iii. Playing venue address 

 
 

3.2 Weather 
 

Refer to the current “International Netball Federation – Rules of Netball” Rule 9.3 page 47 
 

3.3 Injury register 
 

(a) Clubs are responsible for recording all injuries on the injury reporting sheets provided. (See 
Appendix 1) 

 

(b) For an WFNL representative team the Primary Care Person is responsible for recording all 
injuries on the injury reporting sheets provided. (See Appendix 1) 

 
3.4 Game and Training Guidelines and Checklist 

 
(a) A game and training guidelines and checklist must be completed manually (Appendix 2)  or 

online https://apps.apple.com/au/app/netball-game-day-checklist/id1251502178 prior 
to all WFNL competitions, tournaments, games, programs and training. Forms are to be held 
for 7 years. 

 

(b) Any hazards identified will be: 

i. Documented 
ii. Rectified if possible. 
iii. Reported to the appropriate agency (local council, reserve committee) if major 

repair is required. 
 

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/netball-game-day-checklist/id1251502178
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3.5 Pregnancy 
 

Please refer to Netball Australia Member Protection Policy. 
 

Players and team officials over the age of 18 must comply with Working with Children Guidelines outlined 
in the Netball Victoria Child Safety Policy section 2.4. 

4. MANAGEMENT 
 

4.1  The League shall comprise the following clubs: Ararat, Dimboola, Horsham, Horsham Saints, 
Minyip-Murtoa, Southern Mallee Giants, Nhill, Stawell, Warrack Eagles; and other such clubs as 
may be admitted to the League. 

 
4.2  The League shall be governed by a Board of Management (herein called the WFNL Board which 

shall consist of at least seven persons elected by member clubs as per League Constitution.  

 
4.3 Each Board member of the League shall hold office for a term of one, two or three years 

expiring at the Annual General Meeting after the date of his/her election but shall be eligible 
for re-election. 

 
4.4 The Board shall have entire control and management of all matches appoint all necessary 

officials and employees and may do all other acts and deeds which it may consider to its 
interest or the game of Netball. 

 
4.5  The WFNL Board reserves the right to review the position of any club or clubs in this League 

 and to make recommendations to exclude such club or clubs from the League in accordance 
 with the Constitution of the WFNL 
 

4.6 The Board may also at a Special General Meeting called for the purpose re-admit any such 
 club or club’s representation in the League upon such conditions as the Board may deem 
 advisable in accordance with the Constitution of the WFNL. 
 

4.7  The League shall appoint a Netball complaints manager each year who will be required to 
undertake the Play by the Rules training. The Complaints manager will familiarize 
themselves with Netball Victoria’s Regulations and Polices that make up the complaints 
handling framework and undertake training provided by Netball Victoria on topics related 
to complaints management.   

              The League shall also appoint a Netball Victoria Voting delegate who is not an employee 
of the league. https://vic.netball.com.au/dispute-resolution 

 
 
4.8  The League shall actively manage its members by providing sound governance and 

management practices as per the WFNL and Netball Vitoria Constitutions, these bylaws 
and appropriate Netball Victoria Policies, Regulations and Fair Play Codes of Conduct.  
 

5. MEETINGS 
 

5.1 The Annual General Meeting of the WFNL shall be held within 3 months on the completion of 
the current financial year. 

5.2 Delegates Meetings will be held at a minimum twice a year in March and June or otherwise as 
deemed appropriate.  

https://vic.netball.com.au/dispute-resolution
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6.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

6.1 All correspondence to the League from a member club must be in writing from the club 
secretary or authorised club representatives and should be on club letterhead and scanned 
and emailed if possible. 

 
6.2 All correspondence from the League will be addressed to the club secretary or 

authorised club representatives. 
 

7. QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS 
 

7.1 The WFNL will keep a player register for all WFNL players who have taken the court for 
their respective club teams. 

 

7.2 
(a) Each club may field seven (7) teams, to be known as: 

i. A Grade 
ii. B Grade 
iii. C Grade 
iv. C Reserve 
v. 17 and Under 
vi. 15 and Under A 
vii. 15 and Under B 
viii. 13 and Under 
ix. Either C Reserve or 15 and Under B to be included each year subject to clubs fielding a 

minimum of 5 teams in the Grade 
x. In the case of clubs being able to field 5 teams in both C Reserve and 15 and Under B, 

precedence be given to C Reserve to be included for that year. 
 

(b) Participant age is determined as at December 31st of that year. 

Minimum age requirements as per Official Netball Victoria Guidelines 2.2.9 are: 
i. A, B, C or C Reserve grades Female Competition: 15 years or 14 years 

with written parental/legal guardian consent  
ii. 17 and Under Female Competition: 14 years 
iii. 15 and Under Mixed Competition: 12 years (females and males – restrictions apply for 

males who can play until 14 years, 1 male only per team) 
iv. 13 and Under Female Competition: 10 years 

 
(c) Unless special dispensation has been granted by Special Resolution at a WFNL Special Meeting, 

all clubs must: 
i. Field an A Grade team before being eligible to field a B Grade team. 

This is applicable every week throughout the playing season. 
ii. Field an A Grade and B Grade team before being eligible to field a C Grade team. 

This is applicable every week throughout the playing season. 
iii. Field a B Grade and C Grade team before being eligible to field a C Reserve 

Grade team. This is applicable every week throughout the playing season. 
iv. Field a 15 and Under A team before being eligible to field a 15 and Under B Team. 

This is applicable every week throughout the playing season. 
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(d) 17 and under, 15 and Under A, 15 and Under B and 13 and Under must consist of players 

who are 17 and Under, 15 and Under and 13 and Under respectively, for the entire year of 
which the season is a part. 
 

(e) A 17 and Under game is considered to be a higher junior game for a 15 and Under A, a 15 
and Under B and a 13 and Under player. 

 
(f) A 15 and Under A game is considered to be a higher junior game for a 15 and Under B and 

13 and under player. 
 

(g) A 15 and Under B game is considered to be a higher junior game for a 13 and under player. 
 

(h) A player cannot revert back to a lower junior grade once they have played seven (7) games 
in a higher junior grade. 

 
(i) No player may drop back to B Grade after playing seven (7) games in A Grade in the home 

and away season. No player may drop back to C Grade after playing seven (7) games in a 
higher grade (A or B) in the home and away season.  No player may drop back to C 
Reserve Grade after playing seven (7) games in a higher grade (A, B or C) in the home and 
away season.  

 

(j) Junior players may play their grade and one other junior or senior grade, per round, 
including finals, provided they comply with 7.2 (h) and (i). 

 
(k) Senior players cannot play two (2) games in the one round. 

 
(l) To be eligible to play in any final, players must have played three (3) matches with the team 

and have played four (4) matches with that club, in that season. 
 

Infringement: Playing a person not meeting the minimum age requirements and/or playing a person 
in a higher grade for seven (7) or more games than dropping them back to a lower grade. 
Notification: Written (Including email) 
Penalty: 

1. $100.00 with seven (7) days to pay. 
2. Loss of 4 premiership points (if awarded) for the second game played. Non-offending team to 

receive 4 premiership points (if not awarded) 
3. Loss of 4 premiership points per team if the offending club participates in play. 
4. Non-offending team to submit score sheets for qualification of players. 

 
7.3 Forfeiting teams cannot submit a scoresheet to enable qualification of players, however, the 

team who is receiving the forfeit, may submit a scoresheet to the WFNL score secretary to 
enable qualification of players (refer to by-law 11 - Premiership Points, Percentages and 
Forfeits, and by-law 12 – Game Day Management). 

 

8. CLEARANCES 
 

8.1 A clearance is required if a player wishes to transfer to another WFNL club during the 
current season. Such clearance cannot be refused if clauses 8.1 (a) (b) and (c) have been 
satisfied. 

 

(a) No player will be granted more than one clearance per season. 
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(b) A clearance will not be granted after the seventh (7) round of matches. 

 
(c) A player must have received notification in writing from the League before playing for a 

new club. 
The player must complete all details on the top section of the clearance form and send to the     
WFNL secretary (refer to Appendix 4).  

(d) The WFNL secretary is to forward the clearance request to the existing club for 
approval within two days of receipt of the clearance form. 

(e) The existing club has seven (7) business days to complete the clearance or WFNL 
will automatically clear the player to the new club. 

 

(f) If the club refuses to clear the player WFNL will write to the player advising the reason 
why and forward a copy to both clubs. Any dispute arising from clearance restrictions will 
be dealt with according to the grievance procedures outlined in the Constitution. 

 

(g) The existing club is to advise WFNL when the clearance is approved. 
 

(h) The player will then receive a letter advising that the clearance has been approved and copy 
is forwarded to both clubs. 

 
(i) The League secretary or his/her delegate is to complete the online requirements on the My-

Netball website. 
 

Infringement: Playing an unregistered player 
Notification: Written (Including email) 
Penalty: 

1. $100.00 with seven days to pay. 
2. Loss of 4 premiership points (if awarded) for the second game played. Non-offending team to 

receive 4 premiership points (if not awarded) 
3. Loss of 4 premiership per team if the offending club participates in play. 
4. Non-offending team to submit score sheets for qualification of players. 

 
8.2 At the end of the season, all players are free to transfer to another club for the next season 

without any necessity to obtain a clearance. 
 

9. PLAYER REGISTRATION 
 

9.1 All players must be registered with WFNL and Netball Victoria. 
 
(a) Prior to taking the court for their first match in the current season with their selected club, 

individual players must register on-line through the Netball Victoria Registration system. 
 

(b) SECONDARY REGISTRATION: If a player is already registered with another league and wishes 
to play with WFNL, they must complete the on-line process through the Netball Victoria 
Registration System.  

 
Single Game Vouchers may be used.  
 
Individuals may purchase a Single Game Voucher and purchase of a voucher will allow the 
individual to participate as a player in the Association's activities only for the particular 
game or activity to which the Single Game Voucher relates. 
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A player must purchase a Single Game Voucher via the online registration process prior to 
becoming eligible to participating in the relevant game or activity.    
 

 

Infringement: Playing an unregistered player 
Notification: In writing (including email) 
Penalty: 

1. $100.00 per player with seven (7) days to pay. 
2. Loss of 4 premiership points (if awarded) Non-offending team to receive 4 premiership points 

(if not awarded) 
3. A further loss of 4 premiership points per team if the offending club participates in further 

matches once they receive notification. 
4. Non-offending team to submit score sheets for qualification of players. 
5. Offending player is treated is having not played that game. 

10. MATCHES 
 

10.1 Starting times: 
(a) Home and away matches without C Reserve where 1 court is used are as follows:  

i. Moddies 8:15am 
ii. 13 and Under 9am 
iii. 15 and Under A 10am 
iv. 17 and Under 11am 
v. A Grade 12.15pm 
vi. B Grade 1.30pm 
vii. C Grade 2.45pm 

 
(b) Home and away matches without C Reserve where 2 courts are used are as follows: 

i. 13 and Under 9am 
ii. Moddies  9:30am (Court 2) 
iii. 15 and Under 10am 
iv. 17 and Under 11am 
v. A Grade 12.15pm 
vi. B Grade 1.30pm 
vii. C Grade 2.45pm 
 

(c) Home and away matches with C Reserve where 1 court is used are as follows: 
i. Moddies 8:15am 
ii. 13 and Under 9am 
iii. 15 and Under 10am 
iv. 17 and Under 11am 
v. A Grade 12.15pm 
vi. B Grade 1.30pm 
vii. C Grade 2.45pm 
viii. C Reserve 3.45pm 

 
(d) Home and away matches with C Reserve where 2 courts are used are as follows: 

i. 13 & Under  9:00am 
ii. Moddies  9:30am (Court 2) 
iii. 15 & Under  10:00am 
iv. 17 & Under  11:00am  
v. C Reserve  11:00am 
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vi. A Grade  12:15pm  
vii. B Grade  1:30pm 
viii. C Grade 2:45pm 

 
      
 

 
10.2 Late arrivals: 

 

If a game is not started within ten minutes of the scheduled starting time due to late arrival 
of one of the teams, the game will be awarded to the non-offending team who shall receive 
the same benefits as if the game were a forfeit. The non-offending team shall accordingly be 
awarded the four premiership points and receive percentage according to by-law 11, 
Premiership Points, Percentages & Forfeits. Forfeiting teams cannot submit a scoresheet to 
enable qualification of players; however, the team who is receiving the forfeit may submit a 
scoresheet to the WFNL score secretary to enable qualification of players. 
 

10.3 Duration of games: 
 

Grade Quarter Times Quarter and three- 
quarter-time breaks 

Half time break 

13 & Under 4 X 12 minutes 2 minutes 4 minutes 

15 & Under B 4 X 12 minutes 2 minutes 4 minutes 

15 & Under A 4 X 12 minutes 2 minutes 4 minutes 

17 & Under 4 X 15 minutes 3 minutes 5 minutes 

C Reserve 4 X 12 minutes 2 minutes 4 minutes 

C Grade 4 X 12 minutes 2 minutes 4 minutes 

B Grade 4 X 15 minutes 3 minutes 5 minutes 

A Grade 4 X 15 minutes 3 minutes 5 minutes 

 
A stoppage for injury or illness will be in accordance with the official rules of the 
“International Netball Federation – Rules of Netball”. 

 

10.4 Match Ball: 
Prior to the start of play, the Home Club shall provide one supplied match netball to the 
umpires. All Match balls must have the WorkSafe and Netball Victoria logo on them. The 
umpires will deem the ball fit for use. If the ball is deemed unfit, the Home Club will supply 
another match ball. 

10.5 Change of match: 
The times date and venue of a match between two teams may be changed and played 
within a fortnight prior to the scheduled playing day by mutual agreement between the two 
clubs. If an agreement cannot be met between both teams, it is to be played as scheduled in 
the draw. If players are representing WFNL all efforts must be made to accommodate a 
change in time and venue for a match. The home club must notify the executive of any 
changes to match times. 
 

11. PREMIERSHIP POINTS, PERCENTAGE & FORFEITS 
 
 

11.1 In Each Season, the clubs shall play up to (18) rounds, hereafter referred to as the ‘home 
and away’ matches, according to the fixture prepared by the WFNL Board each season. (or 
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such number and configuration of matches as determined by the WFNL board in 
extraordinary circumstances such as Covid-19) 
 
The WFNL will use the Match Ratio System to determine ladder positions each season.  
 
In the home and away series, four (4) points will be allocated for a win, four (4) points for a 
team in whose favor a forfeit or walkover, two (2) points for a draw and Zero (0) points for 
a bye or loss.  
 
At the conclusion of each round of home and away matches, the Leagues operations 
Manager shall prepare using the Match Ration System a ladder for each grade. Including 
games played, won, lost drawn, forfeit/walkover, bye, points for and against for each team.  
 

In the event that selection for the finals series is between teams with the same match ratio 
percentage, the team with the most wins will be entitled to participate in the final’s series ahead 
of a team with lesser wins. 

In the event that teams are level on match ratio percentage and wins, the higher position on the 
ladder shall be determined in the following manner. 

a) the team that has scored the most points ‘for’ shall be awarded the higher position on the 
ladder. 

b) in the event that the teams cannot be separated, the team that has recorded the least 
points ‘against’ shall be awarded the higher position on the ladder 

c) in the event that the teams cannot be separated, as in (a) or (b), the effected teams shall 
compete in a ‘play off’ match under such conditions as the WFNL Board deems 
appropriate. 

  
11.2 A set percentage of 30 goals to 1 as well as the four points will be awarded to the team who 

has won a forfeited game, provided they submit a scoresheet with their team. 
 

11.3 Forfeiting teams cannot submit a scoresheet to enable qualification of players, however, the 
team who is receiving the forfeit, may submit a scoresheet to the WFNL score secretary to 
enable qualification of players, however players must already be registered with the club at 
the time of the forfeit.  

 

11.4 Clubs must notify an opposing team at least 24 hours in advance if they intend to forfeit a 
game unless extraordinary circumstances ensue. 

 
11.5 Mercy Rule: 13&U, 15&U, 17&U the Mercy Rule to be applied, in regular Home and 

Away matches. When the score differential between the teams equals or exceeds 30 
points in the 13&Under, 40 points in the 15&Under or 50 points in the 17&Under the 
scoring will cease, and scorers will inform the Umpires at the next break the mercy 
rules is now in place.  

 
The Umpire will inform the coaches the mercy rule is now in play. It is strongly encouraged that 
either prior to the game or once the mercy rule has been enacted that both coaches work 
together and either mix up the teams to make them more even or rotate players on teams so 
that they are playing on each other. At the next break, the opposing coaches will have three 
minutes, if needed, to even up the sides.  
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The umpire will instruct the scorers to cease further scoring for the remainder of the match.  
Should the teams be mixed between clubs to even up, scoreboard attendants will begin scoring 
from nil again upon the start of play after activation of the mercy rule. Should the teams 
remain club aligned, the end score at the time the mercy rule was enacted will stay on the 
scoreboard. 
 
If the differential occurs in the last quarter, the game continues as per normal. However, the 
Official scoring and recording of goals will cease in the scorebook and on the scoreboard.    
When the mercy rule is applied, the match shall continue for the remainder of the allocated 
time of play. The umpires are to decide their best players irrespective of any team changes.  
 
The official recorded result for the match shall be: Losing Team – the score of the losing team, 
at the time the mercy rules was applied; Winning Team – the score of the losing team, at the 
time the mercy rule was applied, plus 30 points for 13&U; 40 points for 15&U; 50 points for 
17&U.  

 
Publication of game results limited to quarter-by-quarter scores and best players only.  No goal 
scorers are published. 

 
12 GAME DAY MANAGEMENT 

 

The League adheres by the rules as stated in “International Netball Federation – Rules of 
Netball” as well as Netball Victoria policies and regulations. A copy of the WFNL Netball 
bylaws should be available on the score bench for umpires and officials.  
 
 
 

 
12.1 Scorers 

 
Both teams to supply one Official Scorer per game. Scorers will sit together and score 
according to the official rules of the International Netball Federation.  
 
The home club is responsible for providing and maintaining a scoreboard 
 

 

12.2 Scorebooks 
 

(a) The League will supply each club a triplicate scorebook for each grade. 
 

(b) One scorebook, provided by the Home Club, will be used as the official scorebook in the 

home and away season, and is to be handed to the official table fifteen (30) minutes prior to 

the commencement of the game. One person from each participating club will be 

responsible for scoring the match, alternating the role of documenting/writing in the 

scorebook quarter by quarter.  
 

(c) The team manager and/or coach shall notify the score bench with any positional changes 

prior to the commencement of each quarter. 
 

(d) At the conclusion of the game the official scoresheet is to be signed by the captains and the 
scorers, which indicates, to their satisfaction, that the information on the official scoresheet, 
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is correct. The home team must return scoresheet to the WFNL score secretary. 
 

(e) The home team is responsible for lodgment of scoresheets and match results. 
i. Results of all games must be uploaded to the official website within 45 minutes of 

the completion of the last game, unless there are extraordinary circumstances 
preventing this. 

ii. Clubs must make every reasonable effort to ensure that all scoresheets and best and 
fairest votes are received by the WFNL score secretary by the next business day 
following the match. 

 
Infringement: Failure to lodge score sheets or upload results 
Notification: Written (including email) 
Penalty: 

1. $100.00 per team with seven days to pay. 
2. Must not participate on further game play, after notification, until fine is paid. 
3. A further loss of 4 premiership points per team if the offending club participates in further 

matches once they receive notification. 
4. Non-offending teams to submit score sheets for qualification of players. 

 
12.3 Timekeepers 

 

(a) The home club is to supply four (4) time clocks. and these are Match, Interval, Injury and 
Suspension.   

 
(b) The home club is to supply a timekeeper for every grade, who will adhere to the official 

“International Netball Federation-Rules of Netball. 
 

12.4 Umpires 
 

(a) Umpires will comply with all rules in the official “International Netball Federation- Rules of 
Netball” and must be registered with Netball Victoria as a full Junior or Senior member.  

 
(b) Each team shall provide one (1) umpire. If one team can’t supply an umpire within ten (10) 

minutes of the scheduled starting time, the other team may agree to supply a second 
umpire. 

 

Infringement: Failure to provide an umpire within 10 minutes of the scheduled starting time 
Notification: Written (including email) 
Penalty: 

1. The offending team will forfeit and the opposition to receive points as per (11.2 & 11.3) 
2. $100.00 per team with seven days to pay. 
3. Must not participate on further game play after notification until fine is paid. 

(c) WFNL requires umpires to wear a white top with no club markings. 
 

(d) Once a game has commenced, there is to be no changes to Umpires, unless injury or illness 
occurs. 

 

(e) Umpires officiating WFNL matches must complete the official WFNL Best & Fairest voting 
slip at the completion of the match. Both umpires must sign the form for the votes to be 
valid. 

 
(f) Each club will provide two (2) certificates of completion of the Netball Victoria online theory 
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exam by June 7th of the current season. The exam must have been completed by May 31st of 
the current season. 

 

Infringement: Failure to provide two (2) certificates of completion of Umpires exam 
Notification: Written (including email) 
Penalty: 

1. $50.00 per certificate not supplied with seven (7) days to pay. 
 

13 TEAM OFFICIALS 
 

Club team officials shall consist of: 
 

13.1 Coaches 
 

(a) It is recommended that all coaches have completed the minimum “Foundation Coach 
Accreditation online course” and must be registered with Netball Victoria as a full   
Junior or Senior Member 

 
(b) All coaches working with players under 18 years of age are required to have a current 

Working with Children Check (refer to the current Netball Victoria guidelines.) 
 

13.2 Team managers 
 

(a) Only one team manager will be permitted on the bench for each team on game day. 
 

(b) All team managers are required to have a current Working with Children Check (refer to the 
current Netball Victoria guidelines.) 

 

13.3 Primary Care Person 
 

(a) This person must hold current accreditation, with a minimum of an approved Provide 
First Aid Training Course 

 

(b) This person must wear the League supplied vest. 
 

(c) All primary care persons are required to have a current Working with Children check. (refer 
to the current Netball Victoria guidelines.) 

 
 

14. BEST & FAIREST 
 

14.1 The League will supply each club the official WFNL vote cards for each grade prior to the 
commencement of each season. 

 
14.2 For individual best and fairest awards, the three (3) best players are to be chosen. They are 

to be given 3, 2 and 1 votes respectively regardless of which team they played for. 
 

14.3 WFNL best and fairest votes will only be valid on official WFNL vote cards. Unless there 
are extenuating circumstances. 

 
15. UNIFORMS 

 



14 
 

15.1 WFNL must approve all registered uniforms and sponsorship logos. Clubs may register 
a combination of uniforms to encourage participation with a maximum of two 
sponsorships logos. Uniform variations may consist of:  

• Dress with sports briefs (no longer than dress) 

• Shorts with singlet/T-Shirt 
 

15.2 If a club has a change to their uniform, they must register their new playing uniform with the 
WFNL at least one month prior to the commencement of the season. Refer to appendix 1, 
club uniform. 

 

15.3 A player may wear any trademark or manufacturing logo not exceeding 64 square 
centimeters (any dimension combination e.g. 8cm x 8cm) and the sponsor’s name and/or 
logo may only appear twice on the playing uniform. 

 

Identification of the clothing manufacturer on players and team officials clothing may appear a 
maximum of twice on each article of the playing uniform. The maximum area not to exceed 16 
square centimeters. 

 
15.4 If club socks are not registered as uniform, the socks worn are to be predominately white. 

 

15.5 All players must wear their club or team nominated uniform including positional bibs and 
any sports brief or shorts. Positional bibs must have WorkSafe logo/patch no other 
advertising is permitted on positional bibs.  

 

15.6 Shorts should not be longer than the skirt or dress. 
 

15.7 Variations to club uniforms may be accepted on medical grounds. A doctor’s certificate 
must be provided. 

 
15.8 Variations to uniforms based on religious or cultural grounds are acceptable without 

WFNL approval. 
 

15.9 All players must be in full uniform by round one of the playing season unless prior approval 
has been granted by WFNL. 

 
 

Infringement: Failure to be in proper club uniform 
Notification: In writing (including email) 

Penalty: 
1. $100.00 per team with seven days to pay. 
2. Must not participate on further game play after notification until fine is paid 
3. A further loss of 4 premiership points per team if the offending club participates in further 

matches once they receive notification. 
4. Non-offending teams to submit score sheets for qualification of players 

 
16. FINALS 

 

16.1 The top five teams in each grade at the end of the home and away season will constitute the 
final five. 

 

16.2 WFNL finals shall be played on courts which meet Netball Victoria standards. 
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16.3 All WFNL home and away matches and finals shall be played at Wimmera Football Netball 
League venues, provided the courts are deemed to be safe by Netball Victoria safety 
standards.  

16.4 Teams found playing an ineligible player during finals will be considered to have lost that 
match. 

 

16.5 Medallions and perpetual trophies: 
 

(a) Are to be presented to the premiership and runner up teams at the conclusion of their game 
on grand final day. 

 
(b) The WFNL is to purchase twelve premiership and twelve runner-up medallions for each 

grade in the finals. 
 

(c) All perpetual shields are to be returned to the WFNL prior to the start of finals. If returned 
damaged, the WFNL Executive will arrange repairs and invoice to the club for costs 
incurred. 

 

16.6 Starting times: Finals 

16.6.1 

(a) All finals excluding Grand Final without 15 & Under B or C Reserve competition: 
 

i. 13 and Under: 9am 
ii. 15 and Under A: 10am 

iii. 17 and Under: 11am 
iv. A Grade: 12.15pm 
v. B Grade: 1.30pm 
vi. C Grade: 2.45pm 

(b) Grand Final without 15 & Under B or C Reserve competition: 

 
i. 13 and Under: 9am 
ii. 15 and Under A 10.05am 

iii. 17 and Under 11.10am 
iv. A Grade: 12.35pm 
v. B Grade: 1.50pm 
vi. 

 
16.6.2 

 

C Grade: 3.05pm 

(a) All finals excluding Grand Final with C Reserve Competition: 
 

i. 13 and Under: 9am 
ii. 15 and Under A: 10am 
iii. 17 and Under: 11am 
iv. A Grade: 12.15pm 
v. B Grade: 1.30pm 

vi. C Grade: 2.45pm 
vii. C Reserve: 3:45pm 

 

(b) Grand Final with C Reserve competition: 
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i. 13 and Under: 8.20am 
ii. 15 and Under A: 9.25am 
iii. 17 and Under: 10.30am 
iv. A Grade: 11:55pm 
v. B Grade: 1.15pm 

vi. C Grade: 2.40pm 
vii. C reserve  3:45pm 

 
 

 

16.7 In the event of a scheduled Wimmera Football League night final court lights 
need to be competition standard and the WFNL in consultation with all clubs will 
agree on starting match times. 
 

16.8 Host club 
 

The WFNL will nominate who will be the host club for any given final. Host clubs are to 
provide lunch and afternoon tea for all officials and umpires involved in that final. Host 
clubs are also to provide a prominent scoreboard and scoreboard attendant for each game. 

 
16.9 Drawn finals. 

 

To resolve a drawn game – A 2-minute interval shall be taken at the end of the 4th quarter 
during which time there maybe substitutions and/or team changes. 
Teams shall play a further: 
13 & Under   2 x 5 minute halves 
15 & Under B  2 x 5 minute halves   
15 & Under A 2 x 5 minute halves  
17 & Under 2 x 7 minute halves 
C Reserve Grade 2 x 5 minute halves  
C Grade   2 x 5 minute halves  
B Grade   2 x 7 minute halves  
A Grade   2 x 7 minute halves 
 
At the end of the first half, teams shall have a 1-minute interval, and during which time, 
substitutions and/or team changes may be made. Teams will change ends for the 
commencement of the second half.  
If the game is still drawn at the end of the 2nd half play will continue without a break until 
one team has a two-goal advantage. 

 

16.10 Match balls 
 

New balls are to be purchased each year for finals. At the completion of the finals, the 
premier of each grade will retain that match ball. 

 

16.11 Provision of finals umpires 
 

The WFNL Umpire and Netball Director and WFNL operations Manager is responsible for 
obtaining umpires for all finals. The first preference is to obtain neutral umpires for all finals. 
If this is not possible, umpires who are a member, supporter, player with a WFNL club/s, are 
not able to umpire any game, regardless of who is playing, if their associated club/s are still 
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involved in the finals for that particular grade. Minimum badging requirements for umpires 
in all finals are as per below table. 
 

  Grade All Finals 

13 & Under Minimum C Badge 

15 & Under A & B Minimum C Badge 

17 & Under Minimum B Badge 
C Grade & C Reserve Minimum C Badge 

B Grade Minimum B Badge 

A Grade Minimum B Badge 
 

16.12 Scorers 
 

(a) Each club participating in a finals game will provide a scorer. The WFNL will also provide an 
official scorer with assistance from member clubs if required. The three scorers will sit 
together in a designated area. WFNL will provide the official score book. 

 

(b) The WFNL official scorebook shall be retained by the WFNL. 
 

16.13 Timekeepers 
 

The WFNL executive will source an official timekeeper for each final with assistance from 
member clubs if required. The timekeeper will be independent to the teams competing in 
the match. 

 

17. TROPHIES 
 

17.1 Votes are to be counted and checked prior to the presentation function by the executive 
committee, including any electronic presentation ensuring confidentiality is adhered to 
during this counting process. 

 

17.2 Trophies will be given to each grade for: 
 

(a) Best and fairest player (the player or players who poll the most votes). 
 

(b) Runner-up best and fairest player (the player or players who poll the second-most votes). 
 

(c) There will be no countbacks for any trophy. 

 

17.3 A best under 21 player trophy will be awarded to an A Grade player under 21 years of age 
who polls the most votes. 

 

 

18. PRESENTATION FUNCTIONS 
 

The presentation function(s) are to be hosted by WFNL at a suitable venue each year. The 
senior netball awards will be presented at the Toohey/Hatcher Presentation Night. The 
junior netball awards will be presented at a separate function. 

 

19. LIFE MEMBERS 
 

The WFNL shall have the power to elect life members in any calendar year. Such 
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membership is awarded to an individual who has rendered outstanding service to the WFNL. 
 

Nominations in writing for life membership shall be forwarded to the League by a club delegate 
no later than 30th of June. 

 

Once nomination(s) have been received, the WFNL secretary shall discreetly forward such 
nomination/s to all clubs, no later than 15th July of that year, for their consideration. A 
confidential reply in writing is required for each nomination and is to be forwarded to the 
WFNL secretary by the 31st July of that year. Life members shall be elected by a majority 
vote from all clubs. If clubs fail to respond, it will be considered that they are abstaining. 

 
Guidelines for nominating or voting on a life membership application: 

 
(a) Nominee must have 10 years of WFNL involvement as a League office bearer, 

coordinator, delegate, coach, or umpire. 
(b) Nominee must have made a significant contribution to the WFNL. 

 

Please note: the above are guidelines only and each nomination for life membership is to be 
judged on its individual merit. 
 

20. 200 CLUB 
 

20.1 To achieve the 200 games a player will have participated in either WNA or WFNL A Grade 
home and away matches and finals and WNA or WFNL representative team matches. 

 

20.2 The WFNL shall keep a tally of all A Grade home and away games and representative 
games for each participating club/player. 

 
20.3 Clubs that have records indicating a member has played 200 A Grade Wimmera Netball 

games shall notify the WFNL secretary in writing. The WFNL will verify this achievement 
and forward the details to the Wimmera Football Netball League 200 Club management 
committee. 

 

20.4 Members to be inducted will be invited to the 200 Club luncheons on grand final day 
and/or the Toohey/Hatcher presentation night. 

 

21. SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS 
 

21.1 
(a) All teams will be selected as per the Position Description of the WFNL Netball Director. 

 
(b) Each club must send one selector and one umpire to the representative try-outs. The 

selector will be appointed a grade and must attend all selection days. 
If clubs are unable to source an umpire for selection days, they must liaise with the WFNL 
Netball Director. 

 

(c) All players attending selection trials are to wear a plain white t-shirt and black or navy 
shorts. 

 

(d) Players and clubs shall be notified in writing of the team in which they have been selected 
within 14 days of the selection trials. 
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(e) The selection decision is final. 
 

21.2 WFNL may, at the discretion of the executive, select a second (B) team to also represent 
the League at tournaments. 

 

Infringement: Failing to send a selector and umpire 
Notification: Written (including email) 
Penalty: 

1. $100.00 for failing to send a selector; $100 for failing to send an umpire, seven days to pay 
 

22. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES/PROVISIONS CLAUSE 
 

Where these by-laws are silent, a decision can be made that ensures the integrity of the 
League is maintained at all times. 

 
The WFNL Board may, in using its reasonable discretion, in exceptional or extenuating 
circumstances, alter, vary or waive the requirements set out in these bylaws relating to the 
League. 
 

 
23. INDEMNITY 

 

Except where provided or required by law and such cannot be excluded, the League and its 
respective directors, officers, members, servants, or agents are absolved from all liability 
however arising from injury or damage, however caused, arising whilst participating as a 
member. 

 
24. REVIEW OF BY-LAWS 

 

The WFNL shall review these Netball by-laws in its entirety, within three (3) years from 
the date of adoption, or as required. 

 
 

25. Rolling Subs  
 

Rolling Substitution (all grades) 

a)       The rolling substitution stands at the designated area.  

b)      Before leaving the designated area, the substitute tags (with hands) the player leaving the 
court.  

c)       Only one (1) rolling substitute per team can be made at a time. 

d)      Play is not to be held up for rolling substitutions. If play is delayed, the player will be 
penalised under Rule 19.2. Delaying play. 

e)      Players must observe the offside rules as they enter/leave the court.  

Sanction: Free pass where the infringement occurred (offside area) unless this places the non-

infringing team at a disadvantage, or advantage is applied. 

f)        Players must not interfere with the umpire’s movement during the substitution.  

Sanction: Free pass where the ball was when play was stopped (advantage may be applied). 
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g)       If a player leaves the court as a rolling substitution, and there is no player in the designated 
area, the replacement player is treated as a late player (as per Rule 3.8) and must wait until a 
break in play to enter the court.  
3.8. Any late player may, after advising the umpire, take the court in the vacant position/s at the 
next break in play.  

Action: Any late player is sent from the court until the correct time for entry and possession is 

awarded to the opposing team where the ball was when play stopped.  

Terminology: Incorrect entry 
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APPENDIX 1 – INJURY REPORT FORM  
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APPENDIX 2 – GAME AND TRAINING GUIDELINES AND CHECKLIST  
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APPENDIX 3 – USB CONTENTS 
 
Governance Folder 

➢ WFNL Constitution 

➢ Netball & Football Bylaws 

➢ WFNL Contact Information 

  

Forms Folder (to be completed and submitted to WFNL) 
➢ Club Contact Details – Executive, Coaches & Delegates 

➢ Club Uniform Details 

  

Match Day Folder 
➢ Blue Ribbon vote cards for Netball & Football 
➢ Copies of B & F sheets for all grades 

➢ Timekeeper report cards 

➢ Netball match and training guidelines and checklist 

➢ Netball Victoria Facility Audit 

➢ Netball Victoria Injury Reporting Sheet 

➢ Netball Victoria Personal injury claim form 

➢ Overage application forms U14 & U17 Football  
 

Netball Victoria Policies, Guidelines and Regulations Folder 
➢ Netball Australia Member Protection Policy 

➢ Employment Screening and Working with Children Check Requirements 

➢ Social Inclusion Policy  
➢ Child Safety Policy 

➢ Cyber Safety Policy 

➢ National Complaints Handling Regulations and Complaint form 

➢ Netball Victoria Competition Rules 

 
Netball Victoria Codes of Conduct Folder 

➢ General 
➢ Junior Player  
➢ Player 

➢ Coach 

➢ Umpire 

➢ Administrator 

➢ Guardians 

➢ Spectator 

 
 

 



26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 4: CLEARANCE FORM 
 

WIMMERA FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE 
CLEARANCE APPLICATION FORM 

Player Name:  

Address:  

Town:  Post Code: 

Netball Victoria 
Membership No: 

 

Club/Team: (From)  

Club/Team: (To)  

Reason for Clearance 
Application: 

 

Player Signature:  Date: 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  
If player under the age of 18 
parent/guardian must sign form  

 Date:  

 

Wimmera Football Netball League Use Only 

Date Clearance Application received from Player:  

Date Clearance Application sent to Club:  

 

Club Procedure 

Club Name:  

Clearance Decision (please circle): GRANTED / REFUSED 

Reason (if Clearance refused):  

Club Secretary Signature: Date: 

Completed Clearance Form is to be returned to Wimmera Football Netball League Secretary. 

Wimmera Football Netball League  
Incorporation Number: A0111206Y 
 

PO BOX 1455, 27 Hocking St Horsham Vic 3401 
 
Phone: 03 5381 0134 
Email: operations@aflwm.com.au 
 

mailto:operations@aflwm.com.au

